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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
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Parliament mas opened by His Excellency the Governor.
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QPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

The Legislative Council met at 3
o’clock p.m., pursuant to proclamation,
which was read by the Clerk of Parlia-
ments (Mr. ¢i. F. Hillman).

THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.

His Exceilency Sir (Gerald Strickland,
K.CM.GG., entered the Counecil Chamber
at 3.3 p.m.; and the members of the Leg-
islative Assembly having also attended in
the Chamber obediently to summons, His
Exceliency was pleased to deliver the
following speech :—

Mr. President and Honwourable Gentle-
mer of the Legislative Council—

Mr. Speaker and (Genilemen of the

Legislative .1ssembly—

Sinee the terminafion of the preced-°

ing Session, His Majesty 1he King has
been graciously pleased to appoint me
Guvernor of this State in succession to

Admiral Sir Frederick G. D. Bedford,
G.C.B,, whose long and brilliant eaveer
in the service of his country has been
closed by five years’ sueceessful oceu-
pancy of the position which I now have
the honour to fill.

It is with deep gratitude that 1 ack-
nowiedge the hearty welcome extended
to me and to the Lady Edeline Strickland
by all classes of the community upon our
arrival in the State, and also the expres-
sions of loyalty and attachment to the
Throne and Person of His Majesty the
King on that oceasion.

The finaneial arrangements belween
the States and the Commonwealth have
demanded and received continued atfen-
tion from my Advisers.

An Inter-State Conference was held
in Hobart in Mareh last, at which vour
representatives were strongly fortified
by the faet that Parliament had econ-
firmed the resolutions of the previous
Melbourne Conference, with the result
that they were suceessful in seeuring
that special consideration to whieh this
State is entitled.

Another Inter-State Conference, at
which the Commonwealth Rovernment
will also be represented, has been called
to meet in Melbourne on ihe 13th of
next month. My Advisers consider it
to be of paramount importanee that this
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Staie shall be fully represented on that
oceasion. You will, thevefore, be asked
to agree to such arrangements as may be
deemed reasonable and neeessary to en-
ahle this fo be accomplished.

The development of the agricultural
industry, which has been so remarkable
a feature in the progress of the Staie
for several years past, eontinues in accel-
eraled volume.

Kxclusive of applications for pastoral
leases, over two million acres were ap-
plied for last year, as against 1,142,000
acres during the preceding twelve
months, whieh constitutes a record in
land settlement, aud aetive develop-
ment 1s, as a consequence, taking place
on every hand, both as regards clearing
and cultivation.

Everv effort is being made to open up
the vacant lands of the Siate. Surveys
are being pushed on rapidly, roads ave
being cleared, and water supplies -pro-
vided in the drier aveas.

The Agrienltural Bank, which has
been so great a factor in the develop-
ment of the land, is puiting forth every
endeavour to cope with the inereased
agricultural activity, and as a result my
Advisers will require to ask Parliament
to increase the capital of that institn-
tion. It is also intended to introduce
a Bill to still further liberalise the pro-
visions of the Agricultural Bank Aect,
which, while extending additional assist-
ance to settlers, will also encourage the
establishment of agricultural implement
manufactories in the State.

Provision will also be made for hand-
ling agticonltural produmets. Plans are
now in preparation for coping with the
export of meat, wheat, and fruit at
Fremantle, and similar facilities will he
provided at other ports as oeccasion de-
mands.

The recent copious rains that have
fallen throughout the rural districts
give promise of a bountiful season for
pastoralists and agrieulturists alike. At
the same time there is a gratifying.
steady, and unchecked inecrease in the
area under crop, in the numbers of stock
depastured, and in the area under fruit.

The recenl important developments i
many of our mines at great depth give
an assurance of permanency and wealth
which should go far towards inducing
greater activily in the development of
our varied mineral resourees, affording
to the investor and prospector alike un-
doubted opportanities of a profitable re-
turn.

The eonstruetion of the railways to
Norseman and Ravensthorpe has caused
renewed activity in those cenirves. The
Sandstone railway is nearing comple-
tion, and tenders are now heing called
for the Meekaltharra extension.

Tenders have been called for the con-
struction of the railway from Port Hed-
land to Marble Bar, and it is believed
that the completion of this line will open
up the vast respurces of a large porlion
of aur North-Western territory.

Tn pursuance of the poliey of develop-
ment by means of railway eonstruction,
during the last Session of Parliament
Bills were passed authorising the build-
ing of Railways from Bridgetown to Wil-
garrup; from Nannine to Meekatharra;
and a line to serve the Upper Chapman
Valley; and arrangements have bheen
made for an early commencement of
these extensions of our railwny system;
in addition to whieh the harbonr im-
provement works at the ports of Fre-
nmantle, Bunbury, Geraldton, and Bussel-
ton, authorised during the last Session of
Parliament, are well in hand.

v, Speaker and  Gentlemen of the
Legislative Assembly—

The Estimates of Revenue and Ex-
penditure are now in course of prepara-
tion, and will be submitted for your
approval at the earliest opportunity.

The finances of the State continue to
demand the greatest care at the hands of
Ministers, and wherever possible econ-
omies are being inaugurated.

A scheme for the reduction of Muni-
cipal subsidies has been adopted, and
the re-organisaiion of the publie hos-
pitals, with a view to a considerable
reduction in cost, is in progress.

The Public Service Commissioner, in
conjunction with an Assistant Commis-
sioner, lIas beenr requested to inguire
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inte the several (Guvernment depari-
ments, with a view to further economy,
and the howrs of the service have heen

-extended to assist in that objeet.

Mr. President and Honourable Genlle-

men of the Legislative Council—

Mr. Speaker and Genllemen of the
Legislative Assembly—

My Advisers are convinced that the
well-being of the people and the pros-
perity of the State demand a econtinu-
anee of that forward poliecy which has
marked the adminisiration of the Gov-
ernment during the past four years.

Further powers will be sought for the
extension of our agrienltural railways,
notably to open up the vast areas of
cultivable land to the East and North
of Goomalling, and fo the South of the
Eastern Goldfields Railway, while the
question of extending railway {facilities
to serve certain of our more Eastern
‘mining centres will be a subject for eon-
Sideration,

You will be asked to agree to an
Amendment of the Counstitution Aet in
order to liberalise the qualification of
the electors of the Legislative Couneil,
and thus to bring ihat branch of the
Tegislature more closely into tonch with
popular desires and aspirations.

My Advisers are of opinivon that, with
a view to seenring such a Redistribution
of Seats in the Legislative Assembly as
will provide for the movements of popu-
lation in the various distriets of the
State, bronght abont mainly by the de-
velopiment of agriculture and the great
expansion in the settlement of our
wheat-producing lands, action to re-ad-
just representation should be taken in
the near future.

The question of introduecing a compre-
hensive measure of Liquor Law Reform
has engaged the earnest attention of my
advisers. and a Bill will be presented
for your consideration which, while re-
cuznising the prineiple of popular con-
trol, will at the same time render prae-
ticable the eurtailment of licenses on
principles beneficial to the ecommunity
and efuitable in their incidence.

Ju ‘addition to the measures already
referred to. von will be asked to eom-

sider, amongsi others, Bills dealing with
Mining, Road Borards, Public Health,
Metropolitan Sewerage and Water, Edu-
cation Endowment, and the Public Ser-
vice,

In declaring this Session of Parlia-
ment open I trast that your labowrs,
assisted by Divine Providence, will add
to the prosperity, advancement, and good
Government of the State.

The Ciovernor then retired, and the
President (Hon. H. Briggs) took the
Chair.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Roads
Act, 1902, By-laws of the following Roads
Boards:—Cue, Warren, Upper Irwin,
Irwin, Ashhurton, Peppermint Grove,
dandakot. Special by-laws for -regulat-
ing lights o be carried by vehicles: 2,
Mining Act, 1904 —Addition to regula-
tion 97, and new regulation: T0A ; 3,
Aborigines Departwent—(a) Statement
of recaipts aud payments for 1908,
() Regulations  for the govern-
ment and management of the Abor-
igines Lock Hospital on Bernier and
Dorre Islands; 4, Municipal Corpora-
fions  Aek, 1906—By-laws of various
numnicipalities; 5. Report of the Royal
Commission on Metropolitan Sewerage
and Storm Water Works; 6, Local
Boards of Health—By-laws of the fol-
lowing boards : Bayswater, Boulder,
Bridgetown, Davyhurst, Mulwarrie, Ger-
aldton, Kalgoorlie, Maylands, Meeka-
tharrd; 7, Fremantle Harbonr Trost Re-
eolations; 8, Govermment Railways Act,
1904—{a) By-law No. 35, (&) Reports
and returns in aceordance with Clauses
54 and 83; 9, Report of the Chief Pro-
tector of Aborigines, 1908; 10, Report
of the Education Department, 1908.

BILL—BILLS OF SALE
AMENDMENXNT.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. D Connelly) : Tn order to assert and

maintain the undoubted rights and privi-

lewes of this House to initiate legislation:

I mave fwithout notice) for leave to in-

ACT
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troduce a Bill entitled “An Act to amend
the Bills of S8ale Amendment Act, 1006.”

Leave given; Bill iniroduced and read
a first fime.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.

The PRESIDENT (Hon. H. Briges):
His Exeellency the Governor having been
pleased to deliver a Speech declaring the
reasonz for ealling Parliament together,
for the sake of convenietice a copy of the
‘Speech wili be placed hefore ench member.

HON. C. SOMMERS (Metropolitan):
T desire to move thai the following Ad-
dress be presented to His Excelleney the
fovernor in reply to the Speech he has
been pleased to deliver to us:—

Muy it please your Excellency, We,
the Legislative Council of the Parlia-
nent of the State of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled, beg to ex-
press our loyelty to our Most Gracious
Sorereign, and to thenk Your Execel-
lency for the Speech you have been
pleased to address to Parliament,

Before dealing with the Speech T de-
sire to offer the congratulatious of my-
self and other hon. members to His Ex-
celleney the Governor on his appoint-
ment fo the position he now holds. I
feel sure that bofh he and the Lady Ede-
line Strickland will uphold the high tradi-
tions of the office and follow the worthy
example set by their many predecessors.
I have another duty—a sad one ia-
deed—that is to refer briefly to the
death of the late Sir (leorge Shenton,
who was for so many years President
of this Council. He was a man under
whom every member was glad fo serve,
and who was very highly respected. T
believe he was the first President of the
Couneil, and he was President untal ill-
health compelled him to retire. I very
much regret, and I feel members gener-
allv regret the necessify for these re-
marks. I am gratified that at last the
other States of the Commonwealth ad-
mit that the needs of Western Anstralia
deserve special consideration. The ex-
Prime Miunister, Mr. Fisher, was also of

this opinion, and now that Sir John Fou~
rest is Treasurer, it is to be hoped that
while protecting the rights of the Com-
monwealth, he will grant to this State
that special cousideration that its size
and growing needs require if it is to
progress side by side with the sister
States. T note with satisfaction that the
Premier has invited Mr, Bath, the
Leader of the Opposition, to aceompany
him to the forthcoming Conference at
Melbourne. At this time, a eritical
period in the State finances, all pariy
teeling should be sunk and all should
unite in endeavouring to nbtain the best
possible terms for the State. I hope
the Leader of the Opposition will be
able to see his way clear to accept the
very coutteous invitation of the Pre-
mier. The Premier certainly deserves
the warmest praise of this House for
sinking party differences and thus show-
ing the other States that we are united
in demanding that we should receive lib-
eral and fair freatment. Since last ses-
sion the growing demands of the agri-
cultural and pastoral interests have ne-
cessitated the appointment of a special
Minister who ean devote his whole
energy and altention to the depariment,
The appointment of MMr. Mitchell has
given the most general satisfaction to
all those who have these greai interests
at heart. His wide experience, energy,
and enthusiasm, conpled with his un-
bounded confidence in the future of the
State, will be of the greatest service.
I feel eertain that this House will assist
the Minister in every way to develop
the agriculfural interest, for on the sne-
cess of this industry so much depends.
Survey before selection, conservation of
water, fixed advances by the Agrieul-
tural Bank—these will remove those
vexatious delays of which, in the past,
selectors have so justly complained.
What the State now requires is that the
proper class of people shall be scttled
on the land; and it behoves the Agent
(eneral to use the greatest care in select-
ing immigrants. While speaking of
Agents General I think we owe a deep
debt of gratitude to our Premier, wheo
has sacrificed Lis personal ambitions to
the welfare of his State by continning
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in the local Parliament. I fail fo see
why the position of Agent General
should be looked upon as a political per-
quisite. I think, mysetf, that what the
State requires is a good, sound, up-to-
date business man who would run the
department on sound commercial lings.
If a suitable man is not to be found in
Parliament, the Government should have
a wide choice outside. I am glad to
see from the Premier’s speech that it
is the intention of the Government to re-
ormanise the Loundon office and to send
there men who are fhoroughly in touch
with loeal vequirements. This is the
ouly way te make the office a suceess.
A constant interchange of officers counld
result in nothing but pood. Reverting
to agrieultural interests, it is gratify-
ing t¢ note that, exclusive of applica-
tions for pastoral leases, over 2.000.000
acres were applied for last year, as
against 1,142,000 acres in the preceding
vear; and so far as ean bhe seen, the
agaregate avea applied for will be even
arealer in the coming vear. TFor we
learn from all paris of Australia of men
who are intending to visit this State, and
we know full well that many of them
will remain here permanently. In re-
gard o mining it is most pleasing to
note how well our great mines are open-
ing up. All along the Golden Mile a
steady and’consistenft output continues,
and the values are being well maintained
at depth. And, apart from these great
mines on the Golden Mile, the improve-
went at the North end of the Kalgoorlie
tield is most gratifying and tends to show
that for many years to come the pros-
pects are well assured. Another most
gratifving feature is the good news re-
ceived from the Great Fingal, as well
as from the Phillips River field. The
latter is now yielding 10 tons of copper
per day which, with the gold also won
in that distriet. averages in value £1,000
per day. The Port Hedland-Marble Bar
Raitway, which is of course to bhe con-
siructed for the development of the min-
ing intevests in that portion of the State,
is still looked upon by many as an ex-
periment, but it is gratifving to know
that encouraging reports have lately
been received as to the existence of valu-

able deposiis of silver, lead, bismuth,
asbestos, and copper, as well as thous-
ands of aeres of tin-bearing counfry,
and taking all theses things into con-
sideration I think it justifies the con-
struction of this raitway. Telegrams
received during the past few days lead
us to the hope that a new goldfield has
heen discovered on our eastern horder,
and if it proves a suecess it will mean
a great increase in the trade of the State.
I notice with great satisfaction that the
Government intend to submit the Esti-
mates at an earlier date this session than
in past sesstonsg.  For many years past
we have complained that the Estimates
have been rushed down to this Chamber
at the closing bours of the session so
that we were not permitted to give them
that close attention their importance de-
manded; and many leaders of ilie House
have promised session after session that
they would remedy this. I hope the
Colonial Secretary will take it this ses-
sion that this House expects him to carry
out his promise in this direction. With
vegard to our finances I think the fime
has more than arrived when the drift
should be arrested. It is all very well
to blame the Commonwealth for the
shortage in our revenue, but this should
have been [ureseen, as it has been com-
mon knowledge that our revenue from
customs returns must decrease as the
sliding-scale disappeared. I trust the
Ministry will make a serious effort to
adjust the revenue and expendiiure and
make them balance. I think if ean be
aceompanied with economy and without
additional taxation. We have a good
harvest and generally a good outlook in
our pastoral and mining indusiries, and
these should mean inereased revenue and
should assist the Treasurer to carry out
this most desirable end. Reference has
heen made to the agrieultural railways,
and every effort to extend them will re-
ceive my utmost support. Every mile
of agricultural railway construeted
means an increase in the permaneant
wealth of the State. If we are to supply
the inereasing demand for land these
raillways must be extended. Wherever
the good land exists—and it does exist—
by sending out these railways we need
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have no fear in regard to an inerease of
population. Reference has been made in
the Speech to a proposed reduction in
the franchise for this House. I am not
in aceord with this proposal. I have
given my reasons on previous oecasions
and will not do it now, but I favour a
redistribution of seats and a reduetion
of members in both Honses; because I
believe there are far too many members
for the wants of this State, and I be-
lieve many constituencies might well be
amalgamated and the business of the
country carried on just as well. There
is one very big question the Government
are going to grapple with, and I wish
them every success. They intend to
grapple with the all important liquor
law question. It is certainly a burning
question all over the c¢ivilised world, and
I think ‘with the experience ak our com-
mand of the different liquor laws invari-
ous parts of the world we should be able
to frame a Bill to meet with the approval
at any rate of moderate people. It is,
of eourse, impassible to frame a measure
that will please the extremists, bui I
take it it behoves us to assist the Gov-
ernment in passing a workable measure
that will give the people the fullest
power but will not impose any undue
hardships on any section of the com-
munity. The burning question will be
the prineiple of compensation, and I
may say at once that 1 am totally op-
posed to any compensation being paid
out of the coffers of the State or out of
the eoffers of the ratepayers. The prin-
ciple I advocate is that the trade should
provide its own compensation by means
of some properly adjusted tax. I have
read the able reports of Mr. Carson,
and I think the Government deserve all
praise for having sent that gentleman
to evamine and inquire infe the liguor
laws of the sister States and of New Zea-
land. The concluding paragraph of the
Speech deals with other measures to be
introduced.  With regard to these, I
would like to remark that T am fhor-
onghly in accord with the Premier in
the statement made in his  Bunbury
speech to the effect that it was his in-
tention tn amend the Publie Serviee Act
with a view io {hrowing more responsi-

bility on the Government and, I pre-
sume, to give the Grovernment more con-
trol of the public servants. The copi-
ons rains justify us in believing that we
shall have a most bounteous harvest.
Agrieultural, pastoral, and mining in-
terests never looked brighter, and
we have every reason for expeeting a
prosperous fInture. What we now ve-
equire is careful administration, sound
legislation, and a harmonions working
of all parties for the general welfare of
the State. In conclusion I quote the
words of His Excellency's Speech in
which he expresses the confident hope
that our labours, assisted by Divine
Providence, will add to the prosperity,
advancement, and good government of
this State. I heg to move the motion
which I have read.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East): In
rising to second the motion moved by Mr.
Sommers I wish to state that T will not
take up very much of the time of the
Hounse. I desire to endorse the remarks
that have fallen from Mr. Sommers with
reference to the appointment of His Ex-
cellency the Governor to his position in
this State: I would like also to say a
few words in reference to another matter
which My, Sommers touched upon,
namely, the decease of the late Sir
Cleorge Shenton, who for so many
vears so ably filled the chair that
you, 8ir, now oceupy. The news
of lis death eame as a shoek to all
of us, and T am sure we are all sorry
from our inmmost hearts to have lost so
worthy a son of Western Australia. For
my own part 1 feel as though I had lest
someone near and dear to me; for I had
for many years been in verv close touch
with him. Broadly speaking, Parliament,
especially in the earlier davs, has ncees-
citated our attendance for six months in
every vear; and while here we were eon-
stantlv in touch with our late President.
Such were his qualilies that the longer
one knew him the hetter ome liked him.
His loss will be felt, not only in these
preecinets. not only in the City, where he
was o well known, and in the provinee
which he for so long represented, but
throuzhout the Slate generally, There is
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......... tor which 1 would itke to
toueh upon: and T do not think I am
goine outside the rules of the House in
menfioning it. It is the honour eon-
ferred by His Majesty the King npon the
Hon. Gieorge Throssell, 1 consider this
honour well merited, and I think also it
is one in which the House can shave. It
is a credit to this Honse as well as to the
hon. member whn has actunally received
the distinetion, and I take this oppmr-
tunity of congratulating Mr. Throssell on
the hanour conferred upon him. Now fo
get to more practical matters. natorally
in a short speech like this with the same
opportunity T possessed Mr. Sommers has
made notes of the same measures and has
covered mosl of the ground I wanted
to eover. I wish to say with reference to
the inter-State Conferences that our best
thanks are due to our representatives who
have at ineonvenience o themselves—he-
cause there is inconvenience attached to
it—attended those Conferences and done
cood work for us on every ocgasion. I
sincerely trust thexy will he able to do
equally as good work at the forthecoming
Conference. T think T have the agrieul-
fural industry at heart as much as any
member of this Hounse. There was a
time when T could not get members to
listen to anything connected with agrieni-
ture. It was all mining lhen, but to-day
we find the tables turned, and now we re-
joice to hiear such statements as Mr. Som-
mers= has mentioned just now. and where
we now hear mining mentioned once
we liear apgriculture mentioned ten times.
No doubt it is going to assist the State;
mining development also. Onee the de-
velopment of the State was brought
about by mining, and agrienlture came in
somewhere. but now the tables are turned.
I want to say that mining will further
prozress, from my knowledge of it-—angd
I have spent some time on the goldfields
—and that there is room for development
and no doubt we will have further
diseaveries, However T want to con-
gratulate the Government on the inten-
tion to survey hefore selection. I think
that half a million of monev could he
spent in this direction at a great saving
to the State. Tet us survey all of it and

-1

liave not only the two million acres we
are credited with as having disposed of
during the season, but let us go to five
million acres. There is nothing to stop
us.  After all with all this hoasted devel-
opment we have only succeeded in devel-
oping fifteen million acres out of 620
million acres—a mere fleabite, What is
to stop our having an army of surveyors
elassifying the land and, instead of having
two million aeres taken up annually, hav-
ing at least five million acres taken up
each vear? If we go an as we are doing
now it wilt take anolher hundred years
befare we settle the enormous arens of
this State. We ecannot spend money bet-
ter, and it would do away with the huge
Lands Departmeni in Perth. Onee the
land is surveved the principal trouble is
vver. A man will take his litho, with him
to country he faneies, seleet what he
wants, make his appliceation and the mat-
ter is done with. Afterwards it is only a
wnatter of seeing that he earries out his
inmprovements. This matter of land set-
tlement is one that at times I have let
run away with myself: I do not intend
to let it do so to-day; but I say the Gov-
ernment should do away with homestead
farms. It is time we stopped giving away
this enormous extent of land and, in-
stead, give relief wherever it is required,
to the seitler in his earlier vears of oceu-
pation, Give him a chance of having the
land free for the first three or four years,

Member: Have
mind? i

Hon. €. A. PIESSE: I have not
changed my mind. T have always pleaded
for the settlers in their earlier stages, and
as one who has tried to carry a good
many of them financially I have no hesi-
tation in saying it, because it is trme—
the trouble these men have in trying to
make ends meet. That is why I say the
little relief the Government could give
wounld be most beneficial while not affect-
ing the revenue very mueh. I would only
make it permissive. Most of these men
will not require it. They go on the land
with the jdea of paying for it as soon as
they can.

you changed your

Hon. V, Hamersley: It will encourage
dwinmying,
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Hon. C. A. PIESSE: Nothing of the
sort. Some of them want relief badly
enongh. If you lay down the prineiple
in the earlier stages you will find it lead
to a large inerease in the occupation of
the land. With regard to the Agrieul-
tural Bank, I trust the Governmenut will
make the limit £1,000. There is no reason
on earth why it should not be up to this
amount. The sesurities are good—there
are no hetter securities in Western Aus-
tralia to-day than the seeurity of the
land. The position is this: with our in-
terests in the hands of the trustees of
the Agrienltural Bank we cannot go
wrong, They always have a good mar-
Zin, and T cannot for the life of me see
why, relying on his seeurity, we should
not allew the farmer to borrew up io
£1,000.

Hon. R. F. 8holl: 1t is only a question
of interest.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: They pay their
interest. They owe you nothing.

Hon. R. F. Sholl: 1 say it is only a
question of rate of interest.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: I think there bas
only been some paltry £7 lost by the
Bank, and that occurred a long time ago.
There is another matter which Mr. Som-
mers touched upon, namely, the fnances
of the State. I do think it is a eruel
thing to ask our people to continve to
carry the epormous Sinking Fund. Tt is
a quarter of a million this year; surely
there is a way of easing us for the time
being. It does not seem to me to be a
sensible thing to take every ‘penny of our
money away from us. Faney a quarter
of a million of money from 270,000
people. It is out of all reason. Tt may
be a good thing theoretically; but very
-often things that are theoretically good
are not practieable. I say it is unfair,
-and I say that we, as a sensible ¢commun-
nity, should begin to look into this mat-
ter and ask if it is altogether a fair
‘thing. A quarter of a million has been
taken this year and put into the Sinking
Fund—eclose upon £1 per head of the
population. I have no desive to repudi-
ate, but it is time we pat our heads to-
gether and sought to relieve our peopie
of this huze burden. It seems to me ta
be utter nonsense to ask our community

to continue te pay this awount of money.
One matter which seriously affects the
country places is the question of pro-
posed reform of the system of subsidis-
ing hospitals. 1 wish to impress upon
the Colonial Secretary the necessity of
giving greater consideration to the counn-
try hospitals. 1t will be of no use af-
tempting to treat the country places as
lie proposes to treat the larger centres.
It must not be forgotten that these small
towns and ontlying distriets have not the
conveniences obtainable in more thickly
populated settlements. I trust that more
liberal treatment will be extended tv
them than is the case to-day.

Hon. R. F. Sholl: What about ile
North?

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: My argument
applies with greater foree in vespect to
those places which are the greater dis-
tance away from the centre. One matter
which is of the utmost importance to me,
representing as I do one of the most pro-
gressive agrienltural distriets in fhis
State, arises from the word ‘‘notable’’
in that paragraph of His Execellency’s
Speech referving to these agricultural
railways. Seemingly it is intended to
apply to the lands East and North of
Goomalling. I think it must be a mis-
take that the words ‘‘East and West of
the Great Southern’ were left out. 1T
cannot possibly picture the Government
leaving out such an important locality
while specially mentioning these other
places, The people ave there in hundreds
sixty to ninety miles out from the Great
Southern Railway, yet here we are told
there is no promise. I trust the Celeonial
Seeretary will tell me it is a printer’s
error that the words ‘“East and West of
the Great Southern Railway’' are omit-
ted. I want to say in conclusion that ¥
will not support the proposal to amend
the Constitution by liberalising the quali-
fication for electors of this Chamber lo
the extent the Government see fit to go.
Because I am seconding the Address-in-
Reply I do not want to make it appear
that I am going to blindfoldedly support
a proposal of this kind. I wish that dis-
tinetion to be made. Otherwise I think
the Speech is a good one. Every clause
of it is worth eareful perusal and is full
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of interest and shows how ibe advisers
of His Exeelleney have the interests of
the State at heart. I desire to second
the adoption of the Address-in-Reply.

On motion by the Hon. A. G. Jenkins,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SUPPLY.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hou.
J. [ Connolly) : As it is very probable
the Legislative Assembly will not meet
next week and as a Supply Bill will pos-
sibly he before that Chamber to-morrow
and as this House cannot receive a Mes-
sare exeept when the other Honse is sit-
tine, il will be necessavy for this House
to =it to-morrow in arder to deal with
the Supply Bill. T therefore move:

That the House af its rising do adjourn
nidil 1.30 o'elock ta-morroa.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 3.53 p.n,

TLegislative Assembly,

Thureday, 29th July, 1909.

Pace
Opening of Second Seasion .8
Election Retnrnyg (3) 8
Payers presented ., [}
Bill (Privilege) Sea Carrmge of Goods 1
Address-in-Rep’y, first day 10
Adjournment, Sapply, Premlers Conference 20

OPEXING OF SE(‘OND SESSION.

The Legislutive Assembly met at 3
p.i pursuanl  to Proelamation, which
waz read by the Clerk (Mr. C. Lee
Stevre).

In obedienee to smawmons, Mr. Speaker
(Hee. T. F. Quinlan) and hon. members
proceeded to  the Legizlative (ouneil
('hamuber; and having heard Hiz Exeel-
leney deliver the opening Speech (vide
Comneil report. ante) thev retwrned fo
the Assembly Chamber.

1909.] 0
BLECTION RETURNS (3),
The Clerk announced the retutn of

writs for the election of members for
Murray, Novtham, and Greenough, show-
ing that Mr. W. J. Geovge, Mr. J. Ait-
chell (Minister for Lands), and Mr. J. L.
Nanson ({Attorney General) rvespectively
had been duly elected.

Mr. W J. George and the Hen. .J. Mit-
chell and the Hon. J. L. Nanson took the
oath and subseribed the roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Report vf Royal
Commission  appointed to inguire inte
the construction of the Sewerage and
Stormwater Works in the Metropolitan
Avea; 2, Report of the Government
Labour Burean and its branches for
1908-9; 3, Bv-laws of the Loeal Boavds
of Health of Bayswater, Boulder, Bridge-
town, Davyhurst-Mulwarvie, Geraldton,
Kalgoorlie, Maylands, and Meekatharra;
4, Aborigines Department—Regulations
and Statement of Receipfz and Expen-
diture; 5, Boal Licensing Aet. 1878—
Extension of Boundaries of Port of On-
slow; 6, Jetties Regulation Aect, 1878~—
Revulations for Derby Jetty: 7. Am-
ended Port HRegulations: 8. Municipal
By-laws of Boulder, Bunbury, Claremont,
Cooleardie. (‘ottesloe, Fremantle. Gerald-
ton, Kookynie, Menzies. Narrogin, North
Perthi, Perth City, Sonih Perth, Subiaco,
Wagin. and Collie: 9, Regulations of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust: 10, Rules of
the Fremantle Publie Hospital: 11, Uni-
versily Fndowment  Trustees—Finaneial
Statement; 12, Aborigiues Uepartment—
Report of Chief Protector for 1005-4.

By the Minister for Works: By-laws
passed by the Roads Board: of Ashbur-
ton. Upper Ivwin, Warren. ('ue, Pepper-
mint Grove, Irwin, and Jandakot.

Bx the Mimster for Mines and Rail-
ways : 1, Report and Returns under
Seciions 534 and 83 of “The Govermuent
Railways Acl. 1904”; 2, By-law- uuder
“The Government Railways Aets™: 3.
Additional Regulations under “Tlie Min-
ing Aet, 19047; 4, Report of the Depari-
ment of Mines for 1908,



